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Roquest For $1700 Made To Council by Board
of Public Works; Repairs at Park Also Requested

- Two requests were asub-
mitted ‘by the Board of
Public Works to the Mayor
and Councll for additional
money to finance beard op-
erations. The first petition-
ed an emergency appropri-

dtion in the -amount of $1,=

700 for the purchase and
installation of additional
plping and sewage at the
disposal plant. The second
‘asked that certain repalirs
be made at the local Water
Works Park {n regard to
‘Iacilities.

“Mr. Nagle, board superin-
‘tendent, sald that the pip-
‘ing at the sewage disposal
plant was needed to in-
crease the volume of water
intake of the pipes During
heavy rains, he declared,
flooding results in the area,
& condition which the Bd.
of Health objects to.

The Park repair request
involved cleaning of a scep-
tic tank and repair of the

estrooms. The latter had

n damaged by vandals
who broke locks on the
doors t gain entry. Mr.
Nagle and Board vice-presi-
sident T hom as Vall ex-
prested a desire to have
theso facilities In operation
because of the increased use
of the park during the sum-
mer months.

Both requests met some
opposition. Mayor Char-
mello mentioned the fact
that no emergency appro-
priation resolutions ha d

| enacted 50 far in the
firat five months of the
year and hoped that this
record could be extended.
He asked that, if granted,
the money. be made avalil-
able through other means.

Question of Park

Supervision Jurls-

diction Raised

Some questions were
faised as to who has the
responaibility of maintan-

ing the park, the city or the
board. Mr. Nagle stated
that the city never offi-
clally turned over the park
to the city park was estab-
lished with city funds. The
governing body assumed
that the toard held this re-
sponsibility.

It was determined to dis-
ouss jurisdiction of the park
at the next business session
at which time both board
reguests would -be on the
agenda of business. Mr. Na-~

- gle, meanwhile, urged de-
finite action on the park
repairs since these facilities
aro essentlal to users of
the park.

The mayor and council
took occasion to express

. their discontent with the
constant vandalism which
occurs at the park. Coun-
¢llman Fred Reese suggest-
ted that heavier locks and
doors on the restrooms and,
perhaps, even a fence
around the park be consi-
dered to atem and discour-
age damage. .
+» Other counciimen re-
marked that the local boy
scouts had reinforéed doors
on their bullding In thearea
which proved an insuffi-
cient bargler. A recommen-
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dation of assigning a po-
liceman there was also

made. The park is situated
Just over the city llne in
Sayreville. A high cliff en-
closes {t on one side and the
wooded area of this hill is
‘oftén ised by out-of-town
juveniles for play.

A letter from the fhayor
to the councll submitting
the names of Joseph Mc-
Carthy to fil! the vacancy
on the Boardof Public
Works was refefred to the
whole council for study.

Salt Water Duy Seé
For August 13

Counciiman Reese dis-
closed that Salt Water Day
will be revived on a modest
scale this year as a begin-
ning. He reported that the
observation of this former
popilar city hollday will be
held Saturday, August 13,
this year.

According to Reese's sta-
tement, supervision of the
program will be undertaken
by the South Amboy Boat
Club. He expressed confi-
dence that its activities will
grow on a larger .scale in
subsequent years. Planned
fqr this year so far are
games sponsored by the Re-
ereation Department and
financed entertainment in
the evening.

The VFW extended an in-
-vitation to the governing
body to attend its annual
past commander's dinner
to be held at 7:30 p. m. at
the Mechanicsville Fire-
house, S8aturday, May 21.

Councilman Al Jankowsk}
commended = Councllman
John Howley on the effi-
ciency with which “Clean-
up Week” was conducted
during the past week. How-
ley stated that 120 truck
loads of refuse had been
carted away by the Street
Dept. amounting to over 150
tons of material. He said
that the city is the cleaner
and more pleasant as a re-
sult of it.

There was no opposition
to the transfer of a tavern
license from Mrs. Anna N.
Nebus of 400 Henry 8t. to
John QGeorge Nebus at a
public hearing. Llkewise,
the Board of Qovernors of
the SBouth Amboy Memorial
Hospital withdrew its ob-
jections to the transfer of
the license assigned to

to Thomas J. O'Malley, Inc.
on- premises located on
Highway No. 35 and Rt. 9.

Bazaar and raffle appll-
cations under the auspices
of the Mechanicaville and
Progressive Rire Companies
were confirmed. 8tanley
Jankowski of the Hook and
Ladder Co. was named
chief driver to replace Mi-
chael Bherry 8r. who re-
signed.

A veteran’'s tax exemp-
tlon was granted by special
resolution to Thomas Ren-
der on his property upon
recommendation of John
8zaro, tax assesor.

Clambake Date Set
By Citizens Club ‘

At thelr regular monthly
meeting the Polish-Ameri-
‘can Citizens Club sst Sun-
‘day, August )4th as their
annual clambake and picnic

["date. The affair will be held

‘at the Water Works Park.
Named as co-chairmen

were: Joseph “Buddie”
Krygier and Edward Koz-
lowakl, Tickets will be
avallable through the

‘mrentibers,
————

Len’s Tavern of Cedar St.

Parlahitnérs of Bacred
Heart Church, South Ame
boy will pay tribute to the
Reverend Walter Urbanik
‘on the occasion of his 25th
Anniversaty as Pastor, on
Sunday, May 23.

Father Urbanik will offer
8 Solemn Mass of Thanks+
giving at 11:00 a. m. His
fwo assistants the Rev.
Francis Grabowsk! and the

Rev. Walter Urbasik's Testimonial Sunday

Rev. John 8rymanski will
be Deacon and Sub-deacon
at the Mass. The Rev. Mel-
win Stanczewski, assistant
at Bscred Heart Church,
Manville, N. J. will be Mas-
ter ot ceremonies. Rt. Rev.
Msgr. Borkowicz, Pastor of
8¢. Btanfsiaus Church, De~
troit, Mich. and claasmate
of Father Urbantk w111

g preach the sermon.

Al 6:00 p. m. In the Par-
ish Auditorium Father Ur-~
banik wil] be Guest of Hon-
or at a Testimonial Dinner
given by the parishioners.
Rev. Francis Grabowsk{ will

'\ be toastmaster at the eve-

ning program. Speakers will
foclude Rt. Rev. Masgr.
Francis Kasprowicz, Pastor
of Holy Croas Church, Tren-

’| ton, N. J., Rt. Rev. Franc¢ls

P. Kowalczyk P. A, Pastor
of Holy Rosary Chureh,

| Passaic, N. J. and classmate

of Father Urbanik. Al s’o
members of the Parish and
parish organizations. The
school chilrren will have s
short program.
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A DECADE PASSES — THE 1950 EXPLOSION
STILL RESOUNDS IN THE CITY

South Amboy residents profoundly cherish their
tiny but significant city and tragic events such as
the May 19, 1950 explosion only tend to Intensify their
feelings for thelr native town. Such sentiments are
clearly evident in the constrained expressions of thefr
faclal features particularly when they reminisce that
fateful day when all bediam broke out.

It came like an unexpected bolt of lightning which
ripped through the city, rumbling and searing its way
through shattered windows, flying debris and cries
of pain and terror. Yet, in spite of it all, courage was
far from lacking and initial moments of fear and sur-
prises were quickly supplanted by level thinking and

In no time all but the most prominent traces of
the blasts were put back in order as the vallant people
set out to rectify the situation. Most of them did not
forget that despite extensive material damage, for
the most part local residents were spared critical in-
jury or permanent disabflities. It was the providence
of God, they reasoned, and lips moved in grateful ap-

Today, the 1950 incident is freely discussed with
gleaming eyes and sobered expressions. It was an ex-
perience ngne will forget and many will often recall

.Just one decade ago, at 7:28 p. m,, tons of explo-
sives loosed their pent-up energies and spewed havoé
and destruction over a several mile radius. On that
fateful Friday, 33 dock workers were blown to shreds.
‘The remains of some of them rest peacefully today at
8Sacred Heart Cemetery. Only one casualty among lo-
cal residents resulted—the death of Mrs. Mary A. La-
zowski, 63, of Washington Ave.,, who succumbed from

Some Unreported Inoidents

Deep in the hearts of some readents are countless
personal mementds of that terrifying day which ard
kept sealed and revealed only in moments of pilous
retlection. These are the mementos which are en-
crusted with “Jhumble gratitude to God and His all-
pervading mercy and protection. They are rarely dls-
closed but can be seen in the softness of the eyes of &
mother or a father, or in the mellowed voice of an

Take, for instance, the providential happenings
in the homé of Mr. and Mrs. George Kress, whose 5.
month-old daughter, Mary Louise, lay sleeping in her
trib when they fesided at the corner of Henry: Street
and Stevens Avenue. The first blast brought down a
erucifix, which was part of a last rite fixture hanging
above the crib on the wall. The crucifix stradied the
eyes of the imfant and protected her from the slivers
ter found imbedded in the cross.
In many other cases, infants put to reat lay un-
numerous glass missiles flew about
from shattered windows. In the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Edward Zreblec of Augusta Btreet, twq infants were
preserved from body harm in $he midst or resounding
and collapsing walis and cellings. As though preor-
dained, a crib conwining onesyeay 6ld Catherine Jre-
blec remained undamaged in the one corner of the
room in which the plaster on the wall and ¢éliing
held. A second child, two-and-s-half-yeaf-old James
Zrebiec, was retrieved from the room moments be-
fore the collapse of the celun%
L__Mr. Zreblec recalls haullng 13

over this youth bed.
ushels of debris from

oon't on “next page }
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Two notes which expire May
18, 1960, were renewed by ves-
olutions for another year by the
city governing body. In doing
80, city offficials took advantage
of a low bond market. Contin-
vunce of the promissary notes
without renewal would have in-
creased the total costs of the
loans because of higher rates
of interest.

Both bond notes weres ox-
tended until May 18, 198] st the
annual rate of 3%. The first,
authorized under ordinance €28
is in the amount of $78,000. It
was appropriated for the pur-
pose of laying. new water lines
and eliminating dead ends, The
note was obtained from the
First National Bank.

The second note in the amount
of $40,000, was granted by the
South Amboy Trust Co, The
money was Appropriated for
additions and improvements to
the sewages disposal plant un-
der ordinance 630.

State Assembly Bill 62¢,
bill introduced from Hudson
County for the benefit of Bay-
onne, was adverted to in a
letter from Sayreville's Mayor
Anthony J. Popowski and Fi-
nance Chairman Alfred Schuss
ler. The Sayreville officisls re-
ferred to the bill as “not good
legislation” which would ad-
versely affect the gross tax
receipts not only of Sayreville
and South Amboy, but of other
municipalities as well. .

The measure affects sll com-
munities having power statlon
plants. Popowski and Schussier
gave the following reasons for
opposing the bill:

The legislation was introduced
primarily for the benefit of dnly
one community and is opposed
by other communities in the
same county. A law which has
stood good for 20 years cannot
become bad overnight. If pass-
od, it would trigger wide-spread
legislation for its repesi and
would work grave inequities on
municipalities having  public
utility installations. It would
undetermine the financial stab-
ility of Municipalities depend-
ing on gross receipts revenue
and, finally, it does not have
the endorsement of any recog-
nized authority on taxation in

. the state.

Upon motion by Councilman
John Howley and supported by
Mayor Joseph Charmello and
members of the council, it was
voted to authorize City Soli-
citor John Mullane to write the
State Assembly about South
Amboy's objections.

City Beautifying Program
Progress Making Headway
Schaultz Reports On
Caterpillar Pest

The city officials strongly en-
dorsed the current bemutifying
program which is being pro-
moted throughout the city. The
emphasis on enhancing the
pleasantness of the city was ex-
pressed in such ways as not to
leave any doubts as to the feel-
ings 4 officials have concern-
ing the program. ’

Councilman Fred Reese stated
that he had made a tour of the
city and found many vacant lots
with rubbish and overgrown
woeds. He called these health
hazards and eye sores which
should be remedied.

Reese’ remarked that negli-
gent lot owners are causing.
neighbors extra expgnse and
work. He said that he had one
home owner in mind who spent
considerable time prepuring
his lawn only to have it infested
with weeds from a nearby
vacant lot. He alao metioned the
restaurant building on Broad-
waywhich has been in the pro-
cess of construction for some
years without much effort made
to complete it.

Council-President James J.
Harrigan called upon all resi.-
dents to contribute their share
in "dressing up our town.”
He said that the city has taken
steps in the right direction, re-
ferring to the geraniums which

Bordentown Ave. island and the
tress which have bean planted
snd trimmed. Resss also re-
ported that staps have been
:k'o.n to fix approaches to the

Bond Notes Totaling $116,000 Renewed For
Year; Objections To Assembly Bill Registered

Caterplilars In Foree In City

Board of Health Presider:
Richard Schultz was called upo.
to give an account of the cater-
pillar extermination program
Schultz reported that the board
has been busy doing what it can
with the able assistance of
Jesse Wolfe who has made him-
self available st all hours in
this work.

Schultz said that the board's
work has been seriously hamper-
ed by owners of vacant lots
who have allowed the caterplllar
pestilence to become entrenched
in trees on their properties. The
caterpillars from these troes
have spread to other trees, he
said

The board president added
that these owners have been
approached in past yesrs about
this problem, but have not acted
upon it despite promises of co-
operation. He reported that
their trees have grown aolﬁn
high, too high to reach by his
department’s equipment The
alternative, he said, is to have
these trees cut down. 4

Councilman Howley asked if
it was in order to pass on or-
dinance giving force to the Bd.
of Health to sct on recalcit-
trant property ownsrs. He said
that such an ordinance could be
made effective neat year.
Schultz told the mayor and
council that the caterpillar

gue will last but another

k or s0.

Hole-in-the-Wall Painting

Requested, Raritan Street
, Pumping Station Hit

Two residents of Mechanics-
ville again brought up old but
recurring issues before the .
council. Frank O’Brien asked
the governing body to see about
the front exteriors of the Hole-
in-the-Wall to give motorists
beter visibility of it. He also
suggested that reflectors De
imbedded in the walls to warn
drivers approaching it.

Roy Freman once more peti-
tioned the council to do some-
thing sbous the Raritan Street
Pumping S8tation which adjoins
his home and property. He said
that the station should be moved
sway from the city proper and
made airtight to prevent offend- -
ing odors. The pump bouse, be
added, is not enclosed “giving
access to youths who break the
windows. At times, he sdded, ¢, ¢
motor breaks down and
street becomes flooded.

Councilman Al Jankowski
said that it is hoped the pump-
ing station will be moved soon
{following a study of the area.

In reply to the mayor’s in-
quiry concérning the revaluation
program, Council-President
James Harrigan said thas Mr.
Major of the Municipal Revalu-
ations {irm is now in the pro-
cess of straighting out property
mcords and in all probability
residents will be notified of the
dates of the srrival of evalu-
ators during the summer
months.

A moment of silence was ob-
served in memory of sl} those
persons losing their lives dur-
ing. the 1950 explosion at the
¢ity plars.

Seapa—(—

VanDerveer Hected to
Heart Asse. Board

At a meeting of the Ex-
ecutive Board of the Mid-
dlesex County Heart Asso-
clation, James VanDerveer
was releceted for three
more years on-the E£xecu-
tive Committee of the
board. .
VanDerveer 2 veteran
Heart Fund worker served
as local Heart Fund Drive
chairman for many years
and ss Middiesex County
chairman for the past two
years.
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