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EDITORIAL
The Motorized Craze . . . A Growing Menace

Drag races, pllfered cars, reckless speeding, non-

observance of traffic laws and signals . .

tragedies .

. heart-searing

. . and minlature cars driven by youngsters.

These are the modern trends which are steadlly un-
dermining the safety of our pedestrians on the streets
and the llves and limts of innocent motorists and
passengers on roads and highways. Inadvertently, they
bring inconsoMable grief and life-lasting distress to an
increasing number of homes. -

There was 8 time not so long ago when motorists

s @ whole had a conscious anxlety and apprehension
over the possible ¢angers of operating motorized ve-
hicles, In those times people well understood the in-
herent hazards which reckless, careless or indifferent
driving entalled. As a result necessary precautions and
preventive measures were put in force and a proper
attiitude of civic wrath and indignation manifested
itse]lf whenevet proper driving practices were abridged.

Public Apathy Contributes to the Dilemma

- 3 @ town was unfortunate enough to have a
“thelll speedster” in its midst, law enforcement author-
ities were quick to terminate his mmextmined driving

passions and

the public rightfully oatna:cised such a

fne for his road perversions, Other potential road klll-
ors And Umb-maimers were deterred from following his

examples.

However, in the past decade or so, a public apathy
had been generated which encouraged and even gavé
tmpetus to maleyolent driving modes and habits so
that law enforcéinent agencies find 1t difficult if not
impossible to maintain a reasonable safety on streets
and roads. The few police cars in use are discourag-
ingly Inadequate to patrol all the streets and the high
incddence of vichatlons and heedless, jet-like car mani-
pudations further frusirate genuine efforts In traffic

dontrol made by them.

Today car manubacturers produce highpowered
vehicles with Inadequate safety devices and introduce
designs which are inimical to good, safe driving .
al for the sake of lncreasing sales. A weak tremor of
protest reaches public ears from time to time, but
such insufficient objections are drowned by the power-
ful drones of the motors and the lethargic public
which winks at the impending holocaust, that is, until

tragedy strikes.

More and mioré ears aré getting into the hand$
of irresponsible adults and rash youths. Parents seem
to be lacking in the influence they once held over their
oMspring and In the good judgment they once ex-
ercised over them. The resuM is that more and more
youwths are propelling vehicles through our streets
Without first going through the stages of experiences
which foster serious reflections, a sense of responsi:
bility and a salubrious respect for the personal and

property vghts of others.

In instances where youths lack the means for
obtaining cars of their own, some resort to stealing
them in order to gratity their speed and thrill instincts.
Police headquarters are preséntly besieged with an
inbelevable number of stolen car reports which aré

tele

to them dally. Not infrequently such plifer-

ing attémpts end in sorrowful tragedies.
Screeching Tires, Severed Poles

Not so long ago this writer stopped for a red light
on 8 main thoroughfiare and was accosted and chal-
lenged to a drag race by a car full of youths who
pulled up alongside. A series of ihsults and proveeative
{ibes and invectives flowed trom the car as the chal-
fenge was Ilgnored and moments later the car stredked
up the street careening and complaining from the
sudden burst of speed to which it was subjected.

A few days ago & car was bhserved shooting at high
speed northward on Feltus St. narrowly ‘missing two
partially inebriated men who were crossing the street
at the time Notwithstanding tfie near-tragedy, the

car continue
red traffic
power from the engine.

its break-neck speed right through the
t on Main Street in a renewed surge of

Minlature Cars, a New and Dangerous Fad

As though tratffic problems were not severe enough,
4 new menace has recently been introduced to comi-
dlicate and further harrass pedestrians and unsus-
pecting motorists. These are the pimt-sized, 8-horse
power-and-under cars driven by youngsters who aré
a8 young as seven years of age. In some communities
these cars are driven by the youngsters on public
ttreets, at shopping centerns and on public pfaygrounds.

The gasoline-powered vehicles are capable of at-
taining twelve miles per hour. If they are “souped-up”,
they can reach thirty miles per hour or better. Parents

- o provide these “toys” for their youngsters contend
that their children dre “trained” in their operaticn

an

that they have much fun with them, learn how

t6'bring them out of skids and do other tricks with

them. Enterprising distributors are taking advantage:

of this new fad and are beginning {0 flood the market
fmpervious to the dangers which such vehicles re-

present.
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Kurtz Introduces Bill

To Give South Amboy

Treasurer Tenure

A measure Introduced to
the state Assembly on Mon-

day by 8peaker Willlam
Kurtz would accord tenure

to Democrat John Leonard,
South Amboy treasurer and
former mayor.

Leonard was named to succeed
the late Republican George Kreoss
who had tenure. He has filled the
office for the past five years.

Kurtz's measure would give len-
ure to city treasurers of all citjes
of under 12,000 population.

“It is my understanding that
South Amboy would be the only
municipality affected.”” said Kurtz.

Kurtz named three members of
the Assembly to a legislative com-
mittee study operation of New
Jersey's welfare and reliefl laws.

They were Assemblywoman Mrs.
Madaline A. Williams (D-Essex),
and Assemblymen Paul Salsburg
(R-Atlantic} and Maurice V. Bradv
{D-Hudson!

The tommitiee was created un-
der a Senate resolution to sludy
the reliel and welfare laws ‘“‘with
special emphasis on the reasons
for the increase in costs' on the
municipal level.

Assemblyman Frank E. Meloni
(D-Camden) yesterday announced
a public hearing will be held in

Camden Sept. 15 on a proposal lo |

permit state lotteries.

The measure sponsored by As-
semblyman William V. Musto (D-
Hudson) would amend the constitu-
tion to permit lotteries for state
aid to education, a veterans bonus,
or aid to county and municipal
roads.

It would require approval at a
referendum.

Meloni said the hearing before

the Assembly’s public sdfety, de-
fense and veterans affairs will start

at 8 p.m. He said the committee is

considering another hearing in Jer-

sey City later in the year.
Assemhlyman Raymond H. Bate-

man (R-Semerset} pushed through |

a bill to permit up to a year's sick
leave with pay for teachers injured
on the job.

1t passed 49-0 and now goes lo
‘he Senate.

It would require tha workmen's
compensation be subtracted from
any sick leave payments.

Bateman said the bill was de-
signed to correct a technical flaw
in a previous measure spoasored
by Sen. William E. Ozzard (R-
Semerset) and passed by both
Houses but not signed by Gov.
Robert B. Meyner.

Need for Shore

Erosion Prevention
Program Cited

Councilman James Van-

Derveer has recently cited

the need for a local shore

erosicn prevention pro-
wram to protect the large
amounts of ocity money in-
vested and the plans for
further use of the shore
fill area for recreational
purposes which are contem-
plated.

The possibility that state
funds may be secured for
the expansion of the pro-
gram conducted by the Re-
creation Commission at the
chore fill area was alo
pointed ouwt by the Second
Ward councilman.

At present there are two

baseball fields in use at
the area, and expansion
plans call for tennis courts,
bocel counts, and a field
house,

VanDerveer plans to bring
the question of funds be-
fore the City Council agaln
when he recelves more de-
talls

clal assistance,

J. ). Harvigan Co., Inc.
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concerning the pro-
cedure outlined for finan-

 County Polio Group
Appeals For Funds

Mrs. Betty Lyons, of East
Brunswick, who has served
for several years as Direc-
tor of Women's Activities
of the Middlesex County

pedled to the people of Mid-
dlesex <County to support
the PBEmergency March of
Dimes. She stated: ‘“The
Middlesex County Chapter
of the National Foundation
faces a shortage of funds
to continue their ald to po-
lHo patients In our county.
Polio patients needs are un-
predictable. Care and ne-
cessary equipment m a y
range from $100 to more
than $20,000. Epidemic dis-
eases such as pollo cannat

cannot say in the spring
how muwch money will be
required before the end of
the year.”

‘Herself a mother of a
child stricken with polio in
the epldemic of 1949. Mrs.
Lyons c¢ontinued: “Per-
haps Middlesex County will
never agailn expearience the
| demoralizing months of
! September and
1943, We don’t have to re-
live them to be reminded
of them. A polio patient in
need of care is unique—his
case Is perhaps different
from every other case. He
may be hospitalized longer
—he may move fewer mus-
cles—he may require physi-

cal therapy for an extended
‘ time. Many of those strick-
'en in 1949 are still receiv-
| ing assistance from the
Middlesex County Chapter.
Whatever his requirements
are, theneed is there—help
must be given by the Chap-
ter—paralytic polio and its
aftercare cannot be ignor-
eéd-—-—cannot be budgeted —
it cannot be forgotten.”

Mrs. Lyons continued:
"When we in the Middlesex
County Chapter face a
i shortage of funds to con-

turned to us for the help
they can receive nowhere
else, we must return, as we
do now, to the people of
Middlesex County for the
financlal assistance we
know they will give when
they understand the need. A
Jetter to every resident of
our County is being maliled
this week, explaining the
emergency which now ex-
ists, and I urge everyone to
make 8 donation so that the
patient aid program of the
Middlesex County Chapter
may be continued.”

—

Local Police Repori
Auto Thefts Solved

Police Chief John Gleason
has reported that two juveniles
who were apprehended by
Keyport authorities have ad-
mitted stealing four cars.

The auto thefts have occur-
&d in recent weeks and all the
tars hove been returned to
their owners, according to the
police. Two of the cars were
recovered by local police, one
by Soyreville police and one
by the Keyport police.

Gleason stated the boys,
who were lodged in the Mid-
dlesex County Detention Home
pending action by juvenile
authorities, took the cars for
joy riding.
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Local Youngster Dies
“While Swimming InBay

b The body of George Soltis,
12, of 359 Parker Ave., was
recoveted at 11:15 p.m. Fri-
'day after more than five hours
of searching by safety squad-
men from s communities as
%well as state ‘police and skin
| divers from the area.
; The boy and his friend,
| Donald Baranowski, 11, of 35
_Parker Ave., had gone swim.
| ming early in the afternoon
:and had dove off a home
- made raft into water that ¢vas
| aver their heads. They were
abbout 150 feet offshore from
| the local boot club. The boys
had started to swim toward
shore and about halfway there
Soltis told his friend that he
was tired. Donald swam
quickly to shore to relrieve an
| inner tube but was unable to
.return in time to help his
! friend.
% Baranowski told police that
he heard him (Soltis) yelt but
-when he turned around Soltis
' had disappeared.

After police were notified,
‘first aid squads from Spots-
. wood, 3Sayreville, South River,
" Madison Township, Perth Am-

" boy, the Perth Amboy, fire
| boat, skin divers {from Siate
, Police, Matawon and East

Brunswick were called to the
stene to begin searching for
| the body.

Pnco 5c 17: out of towm)
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Board of Education
Approves Contract

| Specifications

The Board of Education
met al a special meeting
Monday evening for the ex-
press purpose of receiving
and approving specitfioa-

' Ylons for the installation of

two sclence rooms and a
Mre escape at Hoffman

. High School and for repalr

work to be done on the
school roof.

With only two members
present, the meeting wis

}dechred SP recess until the

t

arriva of'a third member.

: Meanwhlle, plans and spe-

cifications ag presented by
Mr. Merchant, the architect
were tentatively approved
and advertisments for con-
tract bldding were author-
1zed.

Origirally, it was hoped

; that approval for the work
. would be forthcoming from
: the Btate Board of Educa-
‘ tlon in time to conduct the
' special meeting August 8.

. member of the

With the delay, some difti-
culties have been encoun-
tred since at least one
board was

con vacation and another

detained by his regular

. hours of work.

As darkness fell, the search ,

“over by the board's vice-
' president, Andrew Peterson.

| area was illyminated by spot-
lights from fire trucks from sur-
| rounding communities. Finally,
. the body was recovered by
" members of the South Amboy

. Boat Club. The boat accredit- '
+ ed with the finding of the body

was piloted by John Raosen-
thal, former commodore of
the club. Assisting Rosenthal
\in  the grapling operation
{ were George Brown, loseph
 Deliman and Ferman Strat-
| ton, Jr.
! No

regular lifequord was
assigned to the areq, although
| city youngsters  frequently
}swnm on the other side of
 the jetty. Council President
James Horrigan has onnounced
that Jerry O'Dell will patrol
the area in a boat and that
others will probably be ap-
pointed soon.

grade student at St. Mary's
Grammar Schoal, and was the

son of Mr. and Mrs. Stephen
Soltis. He is survived by two
brothers, Stephen, 18 and

Andrew &; one sister, Dorothy
15; his parental grandmother,
Mrs. Katherine Soltis and mat-
€rnal  grandparent, Stephen
Semanhko of Perth Amboy.
Funeral services were held
Tuesday morning from his
‘residence followed by a Re-

quiem Mass at 9 a. m. in St
Mary's R.' C. Church.
Arrangements were made

by the Kurzawa Funeral Home
338 Main Street.

Theft Reported At
Stevens Ave. Stare

Kenneth Melvin, proprietor
of Kenny's Sweet Shop at 123
N. Stevens Ave., told police on
Friday that a Television and
13 cartons of cigarettes were
stolen from his store.

Police investigation showed

that entrance was gained
through the removal of two
window panes,

Accarding to Melvin, the

television was valued at $50
and the cigarettes, assorted
king-sized brands, were worth
approximately $40.

Attic fang st surprisingty tow
prices mt Munaghan's.

Monazhan Is offtering 20 and
30 gallon glaxs lined tumky at
slmlll prices, (iuaranteed,
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The dead boy was a 7th

Five Contracts
To Be Awarded
The meeting was prezided

Prior to the meeting Peter-
son, in company with the
building and ground chair-
man, Joseph Hermann, and
Mr. Merchant, inspected
the part of the school
where the sclence roomh

. are to be located. A wall

partition had already been
removed in preparation fior
the major work.

Five contracts in all will

~'be awarded including gen-

eral construction, structu-
ral steel and miscellanous
iron work, heating and ven-
tilating, plumbing and elee-
trical work. Bids for aill
these projects will be ac-
cepted by Mrs. Leila NefH,
the board secretary, in the
Board of FEducation room
in Hoffman H. 8. until 8:00
p. m. Wednesday, Aug. 28.

The science rooms are ¢o
be lccated on the third floor
at the eastern end of the
schoot. One of the rooms
will face George Street and
the other, situated at the

. corner of the building, will

* face George St. and Broad-

way. Entrance to the fire
escape will be gained from

: the room facing George £t.

Outside School
Painting Delayed
It was disclosed by Peter-

son that the palnter who
had been engaged tq paimt
the exterior windows and
doors of the-scheool netifled
him that he could not com-
plete the work prior to the
opening of school. Recent
bad weather, it was ex-
plained, delayed the paint-
ing.

Board members did not
object to a suggestion by
Supt. James Tuctin to have
the exterior school paint-
ing performed after schooi
hours and on Saturdays.
Also approved was the su-
perintedent's annu al
schoo! attendance and ab-
sentee report. During the
meeting. the superintend-
ent brlefed the board on the
sshedule of <classes and
teachens for the coming
term from a master chart
‘he had prepared.

Hired as teachers were
Mis<s Audrey Telch at $5,-
600 to teach home econo-

[ mios and Mrs. Murie] 8am-

ple at $5.600 to teach reme-

. gla! reading.






