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Council Presidency in
Quandary-Reorganization
Meeting January 1

There Is some speculation
in political circles as to how
the new Oty Council will be
organized. At rhis time It Is
anybody's guess who will fill
fhe all-Important post of council
president and the thirteen
standing committee of the
council.

Party leaders are largely
non-committal on these points
although personal preferences
are divulged. They revegl that
nothing can be disclosed with

-any, certainty until after the
caucus which* is held between'
Christmas and New Year's Day.
It is then that nominations are
made and Important policies
are determined.

Neither Is there a designated
year-by-year meeting place for
the caucus. The caucus In past
years has been held In various
places.

When speaking of a caucus,
a Democratic meeting Is meant
ilnce the City Council has been
and Is currently controlled by
that ratty. The Democratic
Party presently has a four-to-
one council majority, the same
as in 1951. in the coming t*rm,
however, James Harrlgan re-
at-l«rge, loon Wlsrtlewskl, who
places the present councilman-'
retires oftar having made on
unsuccessful bid for the mayor's
office.

The Democratic caucus con-,
venes with the City Clerk call-
Ing for temporary ehalrmon
then presides until a perma-
nent chairman is picked. There-
after Important party policies
are determined and the council
president is named. A line-up
of the thirteen council standing
commitee* Is also drown up to
be presented at the formal
Council Re-organization Meet-

ing which is held at noon-Jan-
uary 1st.

The thirteen committees in-
clude; Streets; Building and
Grounds; Fire; Police; 'Recrea-
tion; Insurance; Poor; Taxes;
Contingent; license; Advertls*
ing; Finance; and School Board
erf Estimate. Of these the first
three ore usually considered
the'preferred as far as choir-
manshlps are concerned and
some bargaining for them con
be expected.

The He-Organization meet'
Ing of January 1st is opened
.with on Invocation by a cler-
gyman following which the
Oty Clerk calls for nomina-
tions for a temporary chair-
man. The temporary chairman
then calls for a permanent
chairman, or council president,
to be elected. The next order
of business is the, reading of
the mombrshlp of the commil-
teees by the council president.
A temporary budget Is then1

1 established for the comlqg
tear.

An Important oipect of the
meeting Is the reading of let-
ters from the mayor concern-
Ing various city appointments.
Usually these letters are re-
ceived and filed. Meanwhile
members of the council weigh
the merits of each candidate.

The fight for the nomination
of council president attract*
the greatest interest^ A free-
for-all is In the offing until a
definite choice can be estab-
lished. Councilman Howley i»
of the opinion that Council-
man-at-large Jam** Horriqan
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should be given* the post since
he had been elected on a city-
wide basis. However, How ley
could very well be tlfe dark
horse should the issue be
stalemated between Council-
men At Jankowski and James
VanDerveer, both of whpm
seek the post on tne grounds
of experience in the council.

The office of council presi-
dent is a powerful one since
whoever gains it controls the
proceedings of council meet-
ings. In many ways he I* more
powerful than the mayor in
determining affairs of the city.
The mayor, on the other hand,
does not hove a vote in the
council except on special oc-
casion*, usually in breaking
deadlocks. In addition, the
council president can dissolve
committees ot any time and
eitablith new committee chair-
manship! and memberships.
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Extra Train Assigned
for Holiday Season

Starting at 12:30 p. m. on
December 24 and at 12:45
p. m-'on Dec. 31, the Jersey
Central railroad will run
five extra trains from New
York City and adjust the
schedules of some others
for the convenience of com-
muters who plan to go home
earlier thin usual on those
two days, E. L. Tomlinson,
passenger traffic manager,
announced today.

A complete listing of the
extra trains as well as those
whose schedule* will be re-
vised will be posted at all
stations "well in advance of
of the day before Christ-
mas," Mr. Tomlinson said..

All other trains will run
on their regular schedules,
he noted.

$50,000 Being Sought
in Superior Court Suit

Victor Krolik of 235 Au-
gusta St., this city, has filed
a Superior Court Suit for
125,000 which he seeks to
compensate for injuries suf-
fered last Aug. 19 while
thriving his car at E a s t
Rutherford. A passenger in
his car at the time of the,
accident, Everett Stein of
Radfield Village, Mstuchtn,
is also seeking $25,000.

The suit is against War-
wick-Greenwood Lake and
New York Stages Inc., own*
•f of the bus that allegedly
•truck Krolik's car. The de-
fendant is an out-of-state
resident and was served
through the Division of Mo-
tor Vshicles at Trenton.
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At a special meeting con-
ducted Friday, December 19
the Board of Education de-
cided* to retain Attorney
Francis Reps of South Am-
boy a* legal counsel in its
salary dispute with Superin-
tendent of Schools James F.
Tustin. This* action was
prompted after the board re-
ceived notification that the
law firm of Jacobson a n d
Winter of Perth Amboy had
been engaged by Tustin to
represent him.

The securing of legal
counsel by Tustin came as
a surprise to the board
members. They had .hoped
that this matter would be
settled amicably without re-
sorting to legal entangle-
ments.*

The salary controversy* a-
rose after Tustin volunteer-
ed to fill the vacancy creat-
ed in the principalship of
Hoffman High School at the
termination of the last
school term. Prior to that
th* regular principal, Joseph
Vail, was granted a year's
leave of absence.

The board of education
agreed to nominate Tustin*
in the dual role as siiperin-
tendent and principal, but
no salary was stipulated im-
mediately. However, it was
an understanding that Tus-
tin would be compensated
for the additional work. The
board later offered Tustin
$1,500 in addition to his reg-
ular salary as superintend-
ent. Tustih rejected this sum
as inadequate maintaining
that he had sacrificed many
weekends and evenings in
preparing schedules for the
si«w term.
. The isaqe then by in a-
peyance pending a meeting
of minds between both par-
ties. The board, in subsequ-
ent attempts, proposed feel-
«V* for reaching some ac-
cord, but Tustin was reluc-
tant to diminish his de-
mand* maintaining that he
wa* entitled to full compen-
sation based oh the $6900
•alary received by Vail.

A sharp turn in the issue
occurred at a recent meet-
ing of the board in which
Tustin tendered his resig-
nation as principal. The re'
sJgnation was to become ef-
fective sixty days after that
date, December 3rd. Along
with the letter of resigna-
tion, Tustin submitted a bill
for his four-month service
as principal which amount-
ed to the full salary received
by the regular principal.
The board took the letter
under advisement for fur-
further review.

Prior to the nomination
of Rep*, Mrs. Howard Er-
vin, president of the board,
remarked that she thought
Tustin should have contin-
ued bargaining with the
board in reaching an agree-
ment. Now the board, she
said, has no other alterna-
tive but to retain legal coun-
sel also. *

Reps was appointed as le-
gal counsel after a brief ex-
ecutive session. Th* motion,
mad* by Joseph Herrmann,
was seconded by Andrew
Patanoii. O t h e r board
menbar*. Alfons Kolakow*
ski and Dr. Frank Farnll.
wer* absent.

Th* board, deeply im-
pressed by th* recent Our
Lady of Angels School tra-

gedy in Chicago, decided to ,
look into additional fire safe-
ty precautions. Mrs. Ervin
recommended that t h e
school building be given
follow-up inspections by the
fire chief. This suggestion
was taken up by Andrew
Peterson who moved that
the fire department be no-
tified in writing regarding,
this request.

Joseph Herrmann moved
that this motion be modi-
fied so that the inspections
could take place at regular
m o n t h 1 y intervals and
when-ever else they seemed
necessary and convenient.
Mrs. Ervin immediately
concurred stating that in-
spections at regular inter-
vals was th excellent idea
which would tend to dis-
courage accumulations and
encourage good housekeep-
ing. They would do the
school much good, she add-
ed.

Chairman of Building and
Grounds, Andrew Peterson,
Reported that the crack
which developed -irljoining
tfte library w*ll nriween
the new school and the old
school 'was actuary the |
same crack which required
repairs following the 1950
explosion. He informed the
board that the crack was
not critcial but, neverthe-
less, would be corrected
within a week by the struc-
tural engineering firm Alex*
ander Merchant and Asso-
ciates of New Brunswick.

The board also accepted
the resignation of Mrs. Hel-
en M. McDonnell as teacher

the special 7C class effec-
December 31. Joseph

Herrmann stated that Mrs.
McDonnell was an excellen t
teacher.and that the board
regrets her resignation; In
her letter of resignation Mr*.'
McDonnell stated her wip-
ingness to consider a teach-
ing assignment in the lower
middle grades. The applica-
tion w a s referred to the*
teachers* committee.

Because of the holidays,
the board will not meet on
Christmas Eve as scheduled,
but two weeks later, or Jan-
uary 7th.

eI«Mf* A.

*ov<e t OJT «©•*'• Csjruar

j
M» gmtUm siaiM

tal k

Joseph M. Ractna to
Lead State Listing Croup
Joseph M. Racina ha* been?
elected president of the
State Statewide Listing
System. Racina operates the
Racina Realty Agency on
Rt. 35, South Amboy, and is
president of Well B u i l t
Homes of Central Jersey

Inc.
The state system i* the

newest form of th* mutiple
listing system in which real-
tor* cooperate in th* ex-
citant* of information on
properties fo* sal* and work
together in sales and Hating.

Racina Uva* at 73 Orov*
Av*., Woodbridgs, with his
wife and child. H* 1* a na-
tiv* of Woodbridge and *
graduate of Woodbridge
High School In 1941. A v*t->
•ran of World War II, he
received a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in education,
from Ithaca Collage, in 1043.
He received hi* master's
degree from Columbia Uni-
versity In I94t and in 1951
wa% awarded a prof**aiqnal
diploma in education from
Columbia.

Welcomed as n*w mem-
ber of th* organisation at
th* election mooting ws#e
St. George Realty of Ave-
n*l i Kramer and Bryn* of
Woodbridg*; B * r a r t r s
Realty Unlimited of LbMfeni
Jotfn Bradley Inc., of Union,
and Cantral Sttt* Ratify ffl
Ralmay.
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City's Nativity Displays
Set (or Judging

Among the most signifi
f jointly inspiring and spirit-
ually elevating sights saen
in the city during the cur
rent season are the numer
ous nativity displays. Each
year they grow more elabo-
rate, and in greater number
boldly declaring and com-
memorating the most mar
veloui and one of the most
fully substantiated histori-
cal event* in the annals of
mankind—the birth of Jesus
Christ ^

These displays, put to-
gether with tender and ex
travagant preparation, fill
one with the true and right-
ful thoughts of Christmas
T h e y Impart a mystic
charm, a merry tinkling of
the heart and a jdelicat©

M A M of peace and content
meat. At the same rime they
contradict the vulgar, athe-
istic, commerdairstic and
secularistic displays and
pratiees which have come
into vogue under the insi-
dious pressures of those
trho wish to de-Christianize
or clandestinely exploit this
most sacred event.

South Amboy has defin
Italy taken a singular lead
in the movement to bring
Christ back into Christmas.

There is gross irony in the
term "Winter Festival," a
name determinedly pushed
by the subversive elements,
the so-called "humanists,"
as 'a substitute for Christ-
mas. It is gratifying to see
that they have found no
Quarter among the residents
of South Amboy. Everyone'
c*an prove this for himself
by observing the frequency
of r e I i-g i o u s decorstiv*
themes ss he drives through
<fce city. Beginning with
our city churches, down to
the humblest of homes, the
true spirit of the time and
day can be undeniably re-
cognised.

In every part of t own
can be seen outstanding re-
presentations of the Nativ-
ity. An attractive creche can
be seen on the corner of

the Yule-

tide and the

coming year we

wish nil of our

many friends*a full

measure of happi-

ness and health

SANITARY
ICE AND COAL

COMPANY

Buy Christmas Seal*
corner of '

Main Street and Broadway, i Heart Church. Nine years
<he reproductive effort of ago, the idea was originat-

ed by Prank PaczkowskL It
was decided that a select

Christ Episcopal Church;
mother can be seen on
Washington Road, executed
by Sacred Heart Church;
similar setting and scense
throughout town depict
Bethlehsmic trappings a-
mid 20th Century American
surroundings. Much credit
for glorifying this time-hon-
ored and beautiful tradition
belongs to the spiritual
leaders of our community.
They are to be commended
for their efforts.

It is requiting, indeed, to
see that our public school
has not. assumed the role of
passivenesa In the observ-
ance ofthts festival. Vivid,
graphic tableaux decorate
the windows to the main en*
trances of the school. Pu-
pils Gay Anderson and Nan-
cy Sullivan collaborated in
recreating scenes on the
windows of the doors lead-
ing to the boys' entrance.
Carl Wernet reciprocated by
giving his version on the
girls' side. The moving
force behind this Aspten-
drnt manifestation of the
Ciristmas spirit is Mrs.
R*ese, head of the school's
art department.

Perhaps the greatest
thanks for revitalizing the
Christmas theme in South,
Amboy belongs to the Holy
Name Society of Sacred

a
team of judges noted for
their religious fervor be sent
out to evaluate the nativity

-displays in the ctiy. Prizes
were given to those judged
the best. In that year eight
nativity displays were en-
tered. It was a humble be-
ginning but one destined to
gain wide popularity.

Last year riinety-s/x dis-
plays were viewed by the
judges. The number of
prises Increased correspond-
ingly and were categorlssd
According to beauty, origin-
ality, etc. Business estab-
lishments were given a spe-
cial classification and have
responded nicely.

•This year the chairmen,
Edward Zrebiec and Rich-
ard Schultr, have announced
that the prizes will be bet-
ter than ever. Ten prizes
will be awarded at the an-
nual banquet to be held Jan-'
uary.Ilth. All residents are
welcomed and encouraged
to participate according to
Ed Zrebiec who has lent
himself admirably and self-
lessly to the cause in past
years. He and his associates
have contributed Immensely
in developng a greater un-
derstanding of the signifi-
cance of a most memorable
and glorious1 day in history,

O u r tHanks and bttt wishes (or a Xappu

fajj to all of 140U whom it has been our

great privilege and pleasure to I*now and to serve. ••

Kurzawa Funeral Home

•DITOftlAL
The power line extension Issue, which had been de-

bated earnestly at the last council meeting held Decem-
ber 16, looms greater than ever as a topic of conversation
about town. From all Indications, it Is far from a dead
issue^and one which certainly will be revived according
to present, indications and sentiments. *

There 'are many residents who are puzzled about the
stand a. few of the East Side people have taken
in this matter but who, nevertheless, feel that the Jersey
Central Power 8c Light Company has not been dealt with
justly. Here and there comments can be heard purporting
to this effect. It seem* to them that some equitable splu-
ti>>n should be reached considering all of the merits in-
volved.

The debate held a week ago this past Tuesday was
open to objections only. It Is a mater of conjecture what
would result if the meeting were open to proponents as
well. It is a known fact that outside the East Side stme
there are many outspoken advocates for the line, advo-
cates who cross both political and economical lines. Thev
seem to think that many basic and logical fstts regard-
ing the resolution had been swarmed under a delujfe of
emotional feeling.

Others regard the Una as,a necessityvretard]**! ofc
circumstances. They point out that the East l ids 'people
should expect these things. They say that the East Bide™
have advantages other residents/do not have, the-proxlm-
fty to. the pleasures of the waterfront . • . the boating,
swimming, freedom from congested traffic, cool summer
sea breezes, etc. As for the number of employees of the
company living there, they should consider It a convenience
and a compensation, not a point of contention, as it has
been made.

These 'same people maintain that other parts of the
city, also have their thorn}. There, is the water tower in
the Maxfieid section, the power lines running throughout
the city, the distances, away, front the-business disttjfif,
the Hole-in-the-Wall, the railroads and the highways
skirting and interrupting passages—all in the spirit.of
altering the inconveniences brought about for the sake
of convenience. .

At the council open hearing itself, some observed,
several objectors to the resolution themselves hedged
on points, dismissed points not to their advantage f i d
introduced irrelevant materials in efforts to buttress
their positions. At the same time, representatives of the
company conducted, themselves properly, answered ques-
tions succinctly without references to impertinent points
and generally were sincere, they say.

As for the alleged dangers from the line, others main-
tain that no such unusual dangers exist Gasoline stations
serving automobiles reside along routes other power Jlnes
take and fumes can be detected constantly. The surround-
ing air, they say, is sufficient to diffuse and eliminate any
hazards resulting from possible coincidental incidents,
Television interferences have been ruled out as a cause

•attributed to the power lines.
'Still others point ou,t that despite what certain petf-'

pie think, the East Side is becoming one of the more at-
tractive sections of the city. They maintain that the East
Siders have never been considered "forgotten people," that
it was once the focal region of the city and still is. They
say that perhape sentimentallem rather than intellectual-
ism has been the motivating force behind objections.

There are citisens who contend that the attitude of
a few residents of the city ha ve done irreperable injury to
good relationships which exi sted and exists between the
city and the company. They forget,, they say, that the"
company "butters" the bread of .the city in the amount
bf taxes the city receives from the company.

There were silent faces at the open meeting as waif:
When the vote on the resolution was concluded, these1

taxes could be seen reflecting intense station or dejection,-
resignation and even disgust. -Some wondered what effect
Councilman Swiatkowski's vote would have had had-he
been on hand to break the deadlock.

The JCPAL Company has been placed in a "cul-de-
sac," — a blind alley. They have made it known that
only one practical route is open to them for the line . . .
Rosewell Street. All alternates arc Ineffectual and there'
fore beyond consideration. The company la bounded oil
one side by the waterfront and on the other by the rail-
road. It cannot utilise the only other available s treet -
Mason Avenue—because of the. railroad. The company

is left in an unenviable poslti on. Is it to be suffocated?
What happens to the city if i t is?

Xt would be wise to review this ease. In every
community concessions have to be made for the general
good of the city. Besides, a company Is created to servt
markets whether local or distant. If a company ia pre-
vented from serving its markets, what alternative* doe*
it have? •

Erring Vocation!
Opens Second Semester

J5

his Christmas, w

sincerely wish

for you all the joys and

blessings of the
season. Msy abiding peace

and hsppinets be yours.
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Frederic Reese, Principal,

announced that all Evening
School courses at the Mid-
dlesex County Vocational
and Technical High School,
Woodbridge. will be resum-
ed for the second term on
Monday, January 5, 1959.

At that time, interested
adults may register for the
'following courses — Dress-
making, Millinery, Effective
Writing and Speech, Home
CoolHng, Drese Pattern
Making, Needlecraft, Comp-
tometry and Slip Cover and
Drapery Making.

Registration will be held
at 7:00 p. m. on January 5»
1959 at the Woodbridge
School, Florida Grove Road
knd.Convery Boulevard.
A course in Pattern Draft-

Ing will again* be offered
beginning Jan. 5, 1959. The
course will be taught by
Mr. Harold Dinerstein, a
veteran in the pattern draft-
Ing and grading field. Those
interested may register on
Monday, Jan. 5, 1959 at 7
p. m. at the vocational
school in Woodbridge.

HENRY STREET
HOME SOLD

Mrs. M. Straton and Mrs.
Sarah Senker have sold the
duplex house at 238 Henry
Street xon a lot 75x100 feet
to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Les-
lie of this city.

John Mullane of this city
was the attorney and the
broker handling the sale
was James A. Harking and
Son Inc\, of Sayreville.

•omolka'
v AUTO BODY
BODY & FENDER NOOKI

1

Of all the labor saving devices
ever Invented for women none
hai ever been so popular as a de-
foted man.

Officers hshdled
By Police Reserves

Following a spaghetti and
meat ball supper at which
Al Persely was toastmasterK
the South Amboy Police
Reserve Association "Install-
ed their new officers for
1959, last week.

Seated as president was
Joseph Houlihan and Man-
ville Applegate waa named'
chief of the reserves by Pc£
lice Chief John T. Gleason.
Houlihan succeeds John J.
J. Kelly who was named by
Gleason to a lieutenancy in
the reserves as was Albert
Persely.

Also installed during the
ceremonies which took piece
in the Mechanicsivlle Fire-
house were Anton Foley,
vice president; Frank Bopp,
treasurer; Anthony Wieler,
secretary; Harry Stickle, Al
Persely and Joseph Mc-
Cowan, sergeant at arms,
and Russell Oilsdorf and
.Harry McLaughlin, trus-
tees.

Persely introduced the
new line officers appointed
by Cleason to serve for one
year .effective Jan. 1. Other
than the chief and lieuten-
ants, the new line officers
Sgt. William Kohler, Sgt.
are: Sgt. William Thorpe,
Andrew J. Trinley and Sgt.
James Ryan.

Assemblyman William
Kurtz, the speaker, congrat-
ulated the men of the city
for their loyalty and faith-
many hours of service ren-
fulness and recalled the
m a n y hours of service
thev rendered the city in its
series of disasters over the
years.

Chief Gleason explained
the duties of the reserves,
who serve without pay. He
stated they arc called upon
to augment the regular po-
lice force at1 • public occa-
sions.

Mayor Joseph Charmello
and Councilmen Leon Wls-
niewski, Albert J. Jankow-
ski, John Howley, L e e
Swiatkowski and James
VanDerveer congratulated
the reserves for their activi-
ty. Also present was John
Szatkowski, city Civil De-
fense director.

Arrangements for the af-
fair were made by Al Per-
sely and Prank Prasnal.

Vshristmu music rings out,

proclaiming the glad and

glorious holiday season, and
1

we chime in with our greetings and good

withes to you. May the joyous caroli strike

a responsive chord in your heart...renewing

all the age-old wonder of Christmas:

South Amboy Trust Co.
4
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