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1950 MUNITIONS BLAST STILL

BIG HEADACHE TO S. AMBOYANS

$20 Millien Explosion 7 Years Aso Killed 31,
Injured 312, Left City in Partial Ruins

Seven yeors 0go Sunday a thunderous munitions explo-
sion devastoted South Amboy. The blast threatens to leave
its imprint on the city for years to come.

The explosion killed 31 persens, injured 312 and caused
damage totaling about $20,000,000.

But seven years later the explosion is still giving South
Amboyans heodaches. And, according to City Solicitor John
Mullane, it may continue to be a problem for some years.

Millions of dollars in domage claims are locked in o lin-
gering federal court battle over responsibility far the explo-
sion. Mdst of the claims are by yaninsyred home owners who
have been forced to foot the hlast damage costs themselves.
Mullane says the legol struggle eventuatly may wind up
with o moss out-of-court settiement. But this will depend, he
adds, on how much the uninsured homeowners are willing

-

to accept.

The principals in the court struggle ore the U. 5. Gov-
ernment, the Pennsylvania Railroad, James Healing Llighter.
age Co. of Jerséy City, and the Kilgore Manufacturing Ce., !
of Newark, O., makers of the explosives. '
imprint of all is the memory of thot

weird night seven years ogo when o cargo of dynamite, and
™ land and anti-parsonnel mines exploded shattering the eve-

But the greatest

ning stiliness.
it was o Friday night.

Shoppers crowded Broadway,

Foamilies were eating dinner. Dock workers headed for home.
Rain fell from dismal gray clouds.
At 81. Mary's High, gaily dressed girls and boys clad in

tuxedos were arriving for the annual

prom night.”

Ovaer the First Aid Squod garage on First Street, wizened
littie Billy Anderson, 81, read a paper.
Joe Kearney was lifing a glass of beer in Pete's Tavern

at 100 Augusta Street,

The Rev. Cronan Contlon, of the Franciscan Mission, Sea-
side Park, was visiting his grondmother, Mrs. Agnes Cleary

at 398 Wilmont Street. .

Mrs, George Kuriz Wi, 257 Fiest Street, was bathing her

four childen.

Mrs. Harold G. Hoffman, wife of the lote New Jersey
governor, went to answaer her ringing lelephone. It saved her

life.

’

A companion urged Austin Stolte to have a sandwich
and the two men walked away from dockside where muni-
tions wereé being loaded into lighters.

The clock struck 7:26 p.

m. eastern daylight time.

First came o rumbling and rocking sensation.

Then the evening qulet was cracked by a monstrous ex-
plotion. A tongue of orange flame leaped skyward. It was
followed by a whirling column of smoke.

South Amboy lay shattered seconds later,

People ran into streets’ Some were bleeding. Others
ware crying. No one knew whot had happened. Several

said it was
at wor,

" Ponic gripped the city.

"an atomic explosion.”

Others said wWe werse

Al St. Mary's, prom-goers were spattered with dirt and
oil. Ball room decorations were torn and tangled. The school

was a wreck.

“There wasn't one skirt left whole,”
tripped all over ourselves getting away,'’

a girl said. "We
said another.

Billy Anderson, First Aid Squad custadian, was cut ond
temporarily stunned by the blast.

“Everything came down. My wife's picture came right

off the wall and around my neck," Anderson soid. "lody-—

at's my dog—she ran out of the house and | guess she

in't stopped running yet.”

Jos Kearney's beer glass never reched his lips, *'| was
obout to drink my beer when the gloss exploded in my face.

I'm wet from beer, not rain,"

he said.

The Rev. Cantlon soid he halted o fire engine, went to
Pier 3 near the explosion scene, siripped oft his clothes and
twam out to rescue o man, his wife ond year-old-boby from
a barge. The priest wos accampanied by Bernard Mackiel
and Walter Grembowicz, both firemen.

"'We Wipped over artillery shells in aur rush 1o the wa-

tear,” the Rav. Cantlon said.

“There woas a headless man on

the pier. | found his head and annointed it."
Mrs. Kurtz said chunks of plaster and big jogged pieces
of glass filled her kitchen sink moments after the blast. But

o bowl contoining three turiies siood intact in the middie of

her living room,
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“Among the Souvenirs” of the 50's Explosion Found This Week

-

Police Chicf John Gleason
told parents today to warn
children to beware of deadly

anti-personnel mines still em-

tion explosion. i
Gleason sald anyone [inding

fn the picture above
notify police immediately,

The chief advised parenia te
explain the danger of such ex-

bedded in South Amboy beaches |
from the May 19, 1950 muni-

missiles similar to those shown
should .

‘ plosives to {heir children.

And Gleasan  said  parents
i should attempt te keep c¢hil-
dren away from cily heaches,
particularly in the Coal Docks
I area where the actual blast oc-
curred.

The properly is owned by the
Pennsylvania Railroad, Glea-
son said, and anyone tresspass-
ing on it is liable to prosecu
tion. Ohjldren found on the
properly could face juveanile
court aclion.

. The 1850 munitions explosion
scattered  (housands of deadly
land and anti-personnel mines
Talong South Amboy's shoreline
iand turne ]l beaches inlo deadly
mine fields. Muny of the mis-
siles ‘have heen recovered and
detonatc 1, but there always is
a danger still more are awiod
| under fool.
i Shown in the piclure above
. is police Sgt. Edward OLeary

from Fort Dix.
|

and lwo Army demolition een |

lomng Ordinance
" Public Hearing Put

R Off Until May 28th

Final adoption of the cniv e
2oning ordinance was poviponed
for two weeks by the Board of
Publlc Works alter a publir
heating at the city hall on last
Tuesday evening.

Spokesmen for the Board of
Public Works and for the Plan-
ning Board sald the lasge at-
tendanee at the hearing was
“very gratifying.’

Objectors to specific parts of
the ordinance were the owners
ot the* flve Industrial plants.
whose properties are to be
classed intp residential zones
and one in a business zone In-
stead of Hght Industry. The
. group conslated of A. Zillncar.
. Metallne Product Co.: 5. Boyes
i and J. Zientek, B, Boves Rug
" Cleaning Co., Bldney Komar.
Chas. Komar & Sons; 8 Knast,
Btanley Bottling Works: South
Knitting Mllis; and J. B. Wol-
clechowak!, Raritan Printing.

Attorney Edwin A, Kolodxle,
representing 8. Boyes Rug
. Cleaning Co., Stsnley Bottling
' Works and Raritan Printing Co.
i toll the memmbers of the boards
that the zoning ordinance as it
presently stands would deltnite-

L 1y hamper his clients’ bortowing

power, consequrytlly effecilng
the possibilities of expansion.
Alse, it will reduce their proper-
ty's value snd have an adverse
effect on its axlability.

Kolodsie) quoted an excernt
from the New Jersey Revised
Statutes governing the Creation
of Master Plana for Municipal
Planning. tiat any plan that s
drawn should Se aimed at the
“maintenance of property valucs
previously established.”

August 2ilincar, ownier of the
Metaline Producta Co.. cor. of
David and Feltus Sts. stated his
objections to his plant t:ing

Polio Hospital Executive
Board Meets

At the rerular meilng of the
Executive Board of the Middle-
sex Polio and Rehadilltation
Hospital held Moniay evening
at {1e meeling room of the hos-
pital the tollowing matters were
transacted and approved:

Mrs. George Taoker of Mor-
gan, and Mrs. John Hennessey

delegates to (1 an'nual con-
vention of the N. J. State Hos-
pitat Auxiliaries to be held in
Atlantie City on May 23 \n 1 24,

The executive bsard accepled
an invitation (0 be guests at a
tuncheon of the Woman's Mux-
iliary, of the South Amboy Me-
morlal Hospital on June 3r3.

A countv - wide membership
drive is scheduled to bLirz:n on
June 1, Tentative plans for the
Annual Charlty Ball were dis-
cussed.

State: Heads Reject
Hoffman High

Fire Escape Plan

The State Board of Edooa-
tlon has rejected & Hoffman
High S8chool plan 10 bulid »
$10,000 fire escape at one end
of a second floor aclence room.

Local Board of Education
President Alphonse Kolakowski
sald a new plan would be sub-
mitted to state officials once &
more sultable fire escape loca-
tlon is found.

Kolakowski wald the Siate
Board objected ta the proposal
because the fire escape ceon-
trabhoe would be located In a
class room and not at the end
of & main corridor.

The Board president sald a
new fire escape blueprint would
be presented (o the next sched-
uled Board Mmeeting later this
ml

Moantime, the Board is plan-
ning to sell aurplus furniture
discarded afier asrade school
siudents moved into the new
public school annex.

Frank S. Kaboski Agency
Real Estate Insurance
| 14% North Broadwoy

Kolkowskl satdthe surplus
furnMure consisted of both
desks and chalrs and probatly
would have to be sold through
pubiic bldding. He added the
problem was to be taken up at

Tel S0uth Amboy 1-0620
PUY U

S SAVINGS BONDS

Manacxhan I« affering %0
M gallon glunn lined tanks al -

vhd prices. Guarantesd for’
AR,

Altir asnd kilchen fans atl
Menaghan's.

and| glx were
""" dents aeemed
™ with thelr changed surround-

a special Board meeting Wed-
neaday evening .

Kolakowski sald the new
quarters for grades one through
‘excellent'* and stu-
quite content

| inags. Chasses are now back to
lmll day schedule.
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of New Brunswick were named

Mayor Raps Council

For “Rejecting”
" Corvmo’s Appointment

M ay or Joseph Charmello

charged the democtaile- con-
trolled City Council with “pet-
ty politics’’ today In connection
, with the apparently-rejected
. appointment of Joseph Corvino
to the Board of Public Works.

the appointment to a receiving
i and filing commitiee which is
paramount to rejection,

Charmello said be feared this
might be a barometer of Coun-
cll  aetlon on fyture appoint-
ments. But Churmello said he
did not ptan right now to
choose another Board of Publie
Works appointee.

Carvino was to replace James
Duggan in the three-year post.
Duggan ahd Tom Vall are hold-
over appeintees to the nom-
paying jobs.

Meantime, Charmello said he
hoped Qouncil would not abuse
% new state law allowing mu-
nicipalities to contract for pro-
jects costing up to §2,560 with-
out advertising for bids,

Asked If he belleved Council
might oversltep lts prerogative
under the statle law, Charmelle
sajd: “If I had to jirdge by ac-
tions of the past, I'd say yes”

Charmello at last  week's
Council meeting urged Mwmak-
ers ignore the law because he
belleved it was intended for
larger comsnunities. And he
pleaded with Council to adhere

“to competitive bidding proced-
ures on all projects totaling
more than $1,000

The law, acoording fo Char-
mello, is designed to help com-
munities obiain cquipment and
perform wotk under emergency
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice s hereby given that
the South Amboy Board of Edu-
eation will recelve bids on the
following: 180 desk and chalrs
at their meeting to he held on
May 22 at 8 pm. in Hoffman
High School.
The Board reaerves the right
to reject any and all bids.
MRS. LEFLA NEILL
Secrelary

Jomes A. Marking
Real Estlale & Insurafice

228 First Street
Tel. BOwlh Ambey 2-111)

Charmello said Councll sent

i’
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Traffic Violation Cases
 Before Magistrate Court

' The following cases were dis-
;poscd off at the local Magis-
strate’s traffic court Monday:
i Joseph S. Hrankowski of So.
Amboy was fined $5.00 fine and
135.00 costs for the diaregard
of a red light. Ptl. J. Duggan
issued the ticket.

Iee G. Kunsch of Saryreville
was fincd $35.00 fine and $5.00
costs for reckless driving as he
was speeding in exeess of 85 m.
p. h. and passed through two
traffic lights. In addition, his
license was revoked for a period
of thirty days, pending a check
by the Motor Vehicle Bureauw,
in order 1o determine whether

ficient points 1o have his li-
cens revoked for a period of
two years.

Francis F. Loblein of New
! York was fined $5.00 fine and
$5.00 costs for the disregard of
2 red licht. L. . Ware issued
the tickel.

D. E. Wallis of Hopelawn
was fined $20.00 and $5.00 costs
for careless driving inasmuch,
as he was driving too fast to
slop for a mpedestrian. Ptl. C.
Travinsky issued the ticket.

The following persons were
fined $2 each for overtime
parking: Nicholas Weber of
Morran. and ¥Fred L. Manna of
Sayreville, Tirkets were issued
by Capt. Abbatiello.

H. Feranm of So. Amboy was
fined $72.00 and $52.00 costs for
improper parking. Ant. Taralle
fssued the ticket.

W. H. Huanson of So. Ambaoy
was fined $5.00 costs and $5.00
fine for the disregard of a red
light. Leon Wisniewskl issued
the ticket, The compliinant,
Leon Wisnicwskl, whao by his
actions indicates that he is de-
finitely Interested to & consl-
derable degree in faw enforce-
ment, was complimenied by the
court for his attemntion to elvie
duties.

SR ——

I you re in<a hurry. try Mon
aghan's. Tel. §. A. 1.0233. Gprnet
Stevens Awe, and David Sireet.

vn——

Reol Estate & Insurance
Soyreville Shopping Cenler
Tel. SOuth Amboy 1-4547

UNITED

Cerebral Palsy

MONTH

or not the Defendant has suf. -

James J. Harrigan, Inc| [

clasged ae busziness, and asked
it to be classifiod as light Indus-
try. He sald, his plant has been
“orected for an (ndustrial plant
and has always been used 29
such.” Zilinear, further said.
that he contacted a local bank
and confirmed that his plant
being in a non-conforming ronc
would adversly effect the valuc
of his property,

Sidney Komar, called the
board’s attention (o the ordin-
ance’'s limitation to a 5-h. p.
motor in lght industrial plants.
He sald, this restriction wouid
ellminate the possibility of in-
stallinng alr conditioning in his
pian, tut expressed his confl-
dence that the board would alter
that particular section.

Councilman John Howley pre.
sented his objection in behalt
of “the residents of the Thir)
Ward"” living below Broadwayv
inthe zone listed for light Indus-
try. He said residents were con-
cerned about plants locating toy
close to the residences. Honley
asked the area be changed o
residential “B"’.

The zoning ordinance In Its
presented form was defended by
the Planning Board's president.
Richard Dowling: James Har-
rigan. a board membder and a
past - president; and George
Kress. attorney for the Plan-
ning PBoard.

The public hearing on the r0-
ning ordinance was postponed
until Tuesday eventng. May 'R
on a motion Ames Duegan.
member of the\Board of Public
Works and was approved 'y the
cntire board. «

NEW CITY L 2

Elated over the larege turn.
oul for the public hearing on
the zoning ordinawce  ou
Tuesday  cvening. Richard
Dowling, presideit of  the
Planning Boaard remarked.
“Bf we ean comtinue having
such large {urnouts 1p pub
lic hearing and a1 the counesl
meetings, Lhe Cliy of Nowuth
Amxboy will have In make
plans for 4 larger chily pal.”
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Main Liquor Store
WE DELIVER

339 Main Sireet
Lth $Ouwth Ambey 1-1164

Ol lwirnets, and furuaces at
MONNGIUIAN'S, Gamd pluabing
Qesling, metd work, sinee LANG






